
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish
Worship & Sacraments Commission
Minutes of Meeting March 23, 2021

Members Present: Rick Volk (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Michael Truax, Helen Romes, Tim Wiedenmann, Lisa Brown, Karen 
Borgemenke, Paula Fogt, Mary Blake

Members Absent: Sarah Lewis, Tim Wiedenmann

Ex Officio Present: Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.)

Others Present: Ron Miller, Director of Music Ministry, Jo Zink

I. Gather: 7:03 PM
A. Opening Prayer – Lisa Brown

i. Prayer for Priests
B. Ice Breaker: What comes to mind when you think about God?

i. Members shared their thoughts on God.

II. Business
A. Fall Parish Mission - Jo Zink

i. Parish mission occurs every year and half to two years.
ii. It is important to keep in mind that the mission is put on “by” the parish.
iii. This is Jo’s third time as part of the mission team.
iv. In past years the committee has not reached out to parish leadership until the last minute. So the 

committee is trying to do a better job this year of reaching out to leadership.
v. Retreats are great because we can focus on our spiritual growth. Most of the time we return to 

our daily lives and the “retreat high” fades.
vi. The goal of the parish mission this year is to offer a retreat experience with the convenience of it 

being held over a few evenings and not having to carve out a weekend to attend a retreat.
vii. The mission will be the evenings of November 7th, 8th, and 9th.
viii. The plan is to not have a typical mission. The plan is a shared family experience. With the idea of 

having shared family memories, like a family vacation.
ix. Mission theme: Discover Love, You Can’t Give What You Don’t Have.
x.  Mission Target: People who are in the pews and come to church, but do not have a personal 

relationship with Jesus.
xi. Jack Rigert from the John Paul II Renewal Center will present the adult talks.
xii. NET Ministries will provide the presentations to children in grades 6-12.
xiii. The content will be based around a Theology of the Body theme. Who made us and why?
xiv. The mission team is working on what the three nights will look like.
xv. The three nights are not the entire scope of the mission.
xvi. What’s next? What happens after the three nights of the mission? The mission team wants to be 

intentional about planning for what happens after the three nights of the mission.
xvii. Jo is visiting all the councils and commissions to get members involved in the planning of the 

mission.
1. Jo’s invitation to WSC members is to consider the “What’s Next” question.
2. The mission team will need help with ideas and prayers for the mission and it’s 

success and is asking WSC members for their help in pulling this off.
3. People are needed for the next mission team who could possibly shadow current 

mission team members this year.
4. Jo would like WSC members to pass this information to the ministries which are 

under the WSC.
5. Jo asking for everyone’s prayers for the planning of the mission.

xviii. Jo is motivated by “we” are the church and we are called to be disciples and to spread the gospel 
to others.

xix. Questions from WSC members.
1. Any accommodations for younger children under grade 6?

i. Not able to accommodate younger children with this mission.
2. Child care?

i.  This may be a problem as there are no plans at this time for child care.



3. Any family together activities?
i. Each night there will be a time for activities when families are together 

and then families will break into separate programs by age.
xx. Mary Ella points out that one of the roles of WSC members is to be leaders in the parish for the 

event. It is a parish mission and we all need to collaborate together.
B. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from February 23, 2021

i. Minutes approved with no changes.
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes.

C. Pastoral Council Update – Yuki
i. Please see Yuki’s report.

D. Discernment Update - Helen
i. Meeting to be held on Thursday, March 25, 2021.
ii. Noel Balster is leaving the WSC so Karen will be taking her spot as a representative from WSC on 

the discernment committee.
iii. WSC will now need six new members.
iv. Quadrants worked together on a uniform structure for all councils and commissions on how to 

present information to potential new members.
E. Pastoral Associate Report - Mary Ella

i. Palms arrived today for distribution on Palm Sunday.
ii. Mary Ella showed members the new covered vessels for the presentation of the gifts which will 

begin once again on Holy Thursday.
iii. New Holy Water bucket and sprinkler has arrived.
iv. First Holy Communions will occur over three weekends in May.
v. Preparation for Holy Week is going very well.
vi. Lector training will take place this weekend, March 27th.
vii. Easter Mass reservations have separate signups for the church and the gym. There will be two 

Masses at 10:00am, one Mass at 8:00am & 12:00pm. No Mass at 6:30am.
viii. Holy Water Font will be filled again starting with the Easter Vigil.
ix. May 30th will be the last 6:30am Mass on Sundays. This marks one year since it began.

1. The clergy have been very generous with their time offering this Mass.
2. An announcement will be in the Easter bulletin.

x. The Archdiocese has updated their pandemic guidelines. The Easter bulletin will have a list of 
what is coming back to St. Max.

1. The redbooks and hymnals will be back in the pews beginning on Divine Mercy 
Sunday.

xi. Our Lady of Fatima traveling statue will stop for a day with pilgrims on Sunday June 6th. 
1. The statue will arrive on Sunday afternoon with a procession, Holy Hour and a 

reflection by Fr. Jim.
2. On Monday morning there will be a blessing at 8:30am Mass and then the pilgrims 

will move on to the next parish.
3. Fr. Jim will write an article about the event for one of the May bulletins.

xii. Music Ministry – Ron submitted a written report to the WSC and asked for questions on the report.
1. Good things are happening in the Music Ministry.
2. The new cantor stand is now in the music area.
3. Trying to follow the guidelines from the Archdiocese and the State of Ohio.
4. Getting closer to getting the choirs back but Ron does not want to jump the gun.
5. The Triduum liturgies will be beautiful.
6. Probably by summer we will be able to have new choir members. There will be 

choir camp in August.
xiii.Zak Hinger Books - Children who get baptized get Zak’s first book, My First Catholic Words.

1. Zak’s second book, My First Church Tour, will be sent out to families with children 5 
to 6 years old and under. In May there will be three opportunities for families to get 
a church tour with their children using the book. 

III. Old Business
A. Basket for Festival – Lisa

i. Looking for ideas on direction and price.
1. WSC members who wish to donate should drop off money in the office or put in the 

collection bin in church. Check should be made out to St Max and all donations are 
due by Sunday April 25th.

2. Once all the money is collected a decision can be made on the theme of the 
basket.



B. Lent Evaluations
i. A reminder to everyone to write down their thoughts on Lent at St. Max.
ii. The covers on statues will stay on until Holy Saturday.

C. Charter Review
i. Mary Ella incorporated suggested changes. She handed out the revised charter to WSC members.
ii. Mary Ella reworked the catechism paragraph to make more sense.
iii. Mary Ella went to the pastoral team with the suggestion that WSC members should be in the parish 

a minimum of two years. Pastoral team decided that the requirement would need to be parish wide 
for all the councils and commissions so the decision was not to require a minimum length of time at 
the parish.

iv. Suggestion made that wording be added that members must have a willingness to know the church 
documents.

v. Mary Ella will make changes and send the revisions to Rick, and he will send them out to 
members.

IV. New Business
A. Easter evaluations

i. Reminder to keep evaluation tools in mind for the Triduum, Easter, and Easter Tide.

V. Views from the Pews - Feedback from parishioners
A. Archdiocese has just put out new pandemic guidelines along with a letter from Archbishop Schnurr.
B. There is no timeline for lifting the dispensation at this time.

VI. Formation: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy chapter VII: Sacred Art and Sacred Furnishings and 
Appendix(sections 122-131, The Liturgy Documents Volume One, Fifth Edition pages 32-34)

A. Questions or thoughts about the material?
i. Section 124 deals with the idea of noble beauty in sacred art. Sacred art needs to be worthy and 

draw you in to the sacred with dignity.
ii. There is a timelessness of the documents that were published in 1965, but they are very 

contemporary.
iii. Section 129 discusses seminaries training priests in sacred art so they can offer good advice to 

artists who are engaged in producing sacred art.
iv. Section 125 points out that there needs to be some restraint in the number of sacred images in 

churches to be sure there is not confusion among the people.
v. Sanctuary spaces need to draw your attention. 

VII. Closing Prayer – Rick 
A. Our Father

VIII. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM

Respectfully Submitted, 

John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary)


